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Crossroads
of Ancient Trade

Quarzazate has long been the point of trade meetings with
several countries from the north and south of the continent. With
the founding of Sijilmassa in Tafilalet in the middle of the 8th
century, the province of Quarzazate was the route taken by
caravans carrying goods from Sudan and Sijilmassa to Fez and
the
flourishing caravan trade in Morocco. After the decline and the
Arab conquest, it was not until the Saadian pericd that the region
was reborn thanks to trans-Saharan trade before the commercial
activity was definitively diverted to the Atlantic coast by the
Europeans.

A Living Berber Heritage

With regard to agricultural activity, the construction of the El Mansour Eddahbi Dam in
1966 gave a new lease of life to the region's agricultural activity based on date palms,
saffron and roses. Ouarzazate is also a wealth of intangible heritage including Berber
carpets woven by Amazigh women, cultural traditions such as those of Ahwach, one of
the la t Amazigh communit g, poetry and body moveme;
i collective and choreographic dance. The Kasbahs and Ksours of
e, earthen houses that are scattered throughout the region, represent its
Jje. It was the privileged dwelling of wealthy families with economic,
social or military power

in Morocco. Singi are




production units, the Noor Ouarzazate solar

complex can produce 580 megawatts capable of supplying 1.1 million Merocecans with electricity. This is equivalent to the population of Marrakech.
It is possible to visit the Noor station located on the road to Skoura/Tinghir/Errachidia by submitting a request to MASEN, the Moroccan agency for

Today, Ouarzazate also has a new mission; it is the first solar energy flagship in Morocco. With its four
solar energy.
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Best Touristic Sites

Ouarzazate, the ancestral capital of the Berber culture, is full of heritage for cultural and historical visits. Between Kashalis, movie studios and
typical souks, we can't get enough ay"f.r.r treasures.

The Oasis of Skoura

This palm grove is famous for its position along one of the mythical roads of the thousand Kasbahs going from Quarzazate to
Arfoud via Tinghir. Located 40 km east of Quarzazate on the N10, this ocasis with an area of 25 k2 where date palms and fruit
trees, almond trees, olive trees and pomegranate trees are grown... is the first point of entry to the road that leads to Kelaat
M'Gouna, the Dadés and Toudgha gorges. It is fed by the Oued Skoura and formerly used the irrigation system of the Khettaras
Some Kasbahs also adorn the landscape such as the Kasbah Amridil, built in the 17th century. Still preserved, it has been
transformed into a museum with a part dedicated to housing. We also find other vestiges such as ruins of Kasbahs, local crafts,
Muslim and Jewish places of worship, cemeteries...

The Taourirte Kasbah
The Symbol of The City

Located on a hill in the center of
Ouarzazate, the Taourirte Kasbah was
built in the 17th century. A true
symbol| of Berber architecture, it is
built of earth, straw and lime. Once
the palace of the Pasha of Marrakech,
Thami El Glaoui, who resided there
with his family until 1958, it is now a
Unesce World Heritage Site. In 1972,
the Taourirte Kashah was bought by
the municipality of Ouarzazate. Its
northwestern part was restored in
1996 and the reception rooms and
private apartments of the Pasha are
open to the public.

The Oasis of Fint

Very close to Quarzazate, about ten

kilometers

away from the city, Fint Oasis is spared from mass

tourism. Enclosed in the arid

mountains

surrounded by villages with traditional adobe
houses and scattered with numerous palm groves,
fruit trees and parcels of cultivated land, this
charming casis attracts foreign tourists. It has been
the scene of many film shootings such as the
movie Indigenes by Jamel Debbouze, Prince of

Persia, Kingdom of Heaven, Babel....

The Ksar Ait Benhaddo

Located in the foothills of the High Atlas in the province of
Ouarzazate, the Ksar Ait Benhaddou is a group of collective
dwellings dating back to the 17th century. The site, located 30 km
outside of Quarzazate, has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site
since 1987. The Ksar includes modest dwellings, small castles but also
buildings and community spaces. Public spa include the mosgue,
a public square, grain threshing areas, a fortification, a granary at the
top of the village, a caravanserai, two cemeteries (Muslim and
Jewish) and the Sidi Ali or Amer shrine.
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The Berber wedding Th e

Among the Amazighs, the wedding celebration takes the bt

form of a festival that lasts 7 days in a joyful and cheerful u lnar

atmosphere. On the first day, the procession makes its way to

the house of the bride's parents. It is preceded by a bronze L] ]

tray filled with henna and hard-boiled eggs carried by an S eCIal leS
elderly woman and composed of carriages loaded with

baskets of gifts, goats and young women singing with bendirs

in their hands. Upon arrival, the guests of the bride are served

a welcome drink consisting og milk, dates, honey and butter. O uarZ aza e
After the henna ceremony, the bride is prepared to leave the

family home. Once the wedding guests are welcomed by the

groom at his home, the first ceremony begins followed by the

-
Alaakissa ritual which forbids the groom to spend the first Couscous

night with his wife. Therefore, she will sleep alone. On the : h b
second day, in the early afternoon, the groom’'s parents ‘1X

welcome the arriving guests who come offering sheep, sugar, lt 7 Vegeta les
tea, mint, flour and other items. During this ceremony, music,

singing and dancing continue. After the great feast, comes

L |
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the wedding night. The guests wait outside to see the white The origin of the COUSCOUS IS sa'd. to go back to the antiquity
Ps i i . cloth stained with blood: a sign of the man's virility and the at the time of Massinissa. Declined in various forms, the
' it b . - : virginity of his wife. From the third day on, the young couple couscous with seven vegetables (tumip, carrot, pumpkin,
=4 | o 4" | e o s ' S is invited four days in a row by four different families who host zucchini, onions, tomatoes and green cabbage) is the most
I e PrO‘ ?'l- o i [L 1 A0 B = them with great hospitality and generosity while known in Morocco. Prepared by the Berbers to celebrate
- ' ' LL | q iSS & - o guaranteeing the continuity of the festivities, with feasts, Yennayer, the Berber new year, this dish also symbolizes
I singing and dancing groups, guests and gifts.. On the meeting a_nd the reumo_n._Tradltlonally served every Friday, it is
seventh day, the bride and groom return home and offer a also the dish of the festivities of marriage, circumcision, death,
reception to their relatives and close friends. On the eighth ?J;;e"”ggis"- that you will find everywhere in the restaurants of
region.

n from the singi v, from festivals and ceremonies or from the gastronomy of the past, the province day, the new life of the young couple begins.

of Ouars ffers visitors « e sof linee.

Ahwach Singing and Dancing




Chicken Tajine
with Lemon

Lamb Tajine
with Quince and Honey

A

Chorba with
Pigeons and Nuts

- .



Crossmg The Palm G;'ovéf
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of Skoura on Horseback

Saddle up and ride through the Skoura palm grove with its
magnificent palm and fruit trees and irrigation canals as
well as its cultivated plots. The far snow-capped Atlas
Mountains embellish the landscape. Beautiful Kasbahs are
encountered along the road to Ait Said.

Visit of The Valley

of Almond Trees

From the oasis of Tamassinte, the riders, on their barb
horses, take the direction of the Atlas and meet different
mountainous lanclscapes. After a stop at Tamsoulte in the
valley of the almond trees ( blooming from the end of
February to the beginning of March), ride along small
paths along villages clug in the mountain until the arrival at
Atagragra.

Ascent

of Mounts
Assaghmou and Ghassat

Meet the nomads and cross their camps &nd their livestock
before stopping at Assaghmou, a mountain culminating at
1600m. Going down abrupt paths in the direction of the
small fortified village of N'Ajj, located after-lG_hassat (at
1450m of altitude). i f 4

Crossing The Valley
of The Assif Izerki

The Assif Izerki is a wadi at an altitude of 1104m. Located
west of Izlagane, northwest of the Assif Tizerkit, this
beautiful valley is inhabited by nomads and dotted with
very old picturesqgue villages. Horse riders go through the
whole valley until Taferghouste.
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Useful Information

Toimprove the travelers' stay; frere is sgaré useful information

about the facilities and infrastructure of the proviace.

Climate

The province is distinguished by a hot desert climate. In summer, the average maximum
temperatures are around 37°C. On the other hand, winters are quite cold, especially at night.
The best time to visit the province is from April to June and from September to October.

Local Time

Morocco is on a single time zone GMT + 1. During the month of Ramadan, Morocco
switches to GMT. The Draa Tafilalet region is no exception to the rule.

Spoken Languages

The population speaks Berber and Arabic. The signage is in French and Arabic,
sometimes in Tifinagh. The guides, the staff of the hotels and the guest houses speak
French, English and other languages considering the tourist vocation of the province.

Hotels

The province offers palaces and 5-star hotels as well as charming
guesthouses, In general, accommodation and restaurants in the
province remain affordable and adapted to all budgets

Air Transport

Ouarzazate has an airport connected to Casablanca by a regular flight

Airport - City cCenter Shuttle

From the airport, it is easy to find different types of transportation on
the way out, whether by cabs or tourist transports

Land Transportation

The province has a network of land-based tourist transporters offering several options varying from 4x4
all-terrain vehicles to 60-person puses, The CTM (Compagnie du Transport au Maroc) offers routes
connecting the cities. Comfort is assured and speed is controlled.

Travel Agencies

For visitors looking for adapted trips, there is no lack of travel agencies. Several programs are offered,
and customized trips can also be made. The travel agent takes care of all the details: advice, reception
and accompaniment, reservations, travel and transfers...

Emergencies

Police : Tel:19 | Firemen:Tel:15 | Roadsid istance : Tel : 177 | Phone information : Tel : 160
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